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REVIEWS 


Civil service library. 9v. Milwaukee, 
Pergande Publishing Company, 1933- 
1934. (Volume 2 undated.) Vol- 
ume 1, $5; volumes 2-9, $2.50 each; 
30% discount to libraries, with postage 
charged to purchaser. 


These slim, octavo volumes, which are 
purchasable individually, give informa- 
tion on the requirements, salaries, du- 
ties, and examination subjects for a great 
variety of civil service positions, together 
with examination questions and answers. 
Federal positions are emphasized. Titles 
of volumes are: 

1. 100 Civil service examinations. 

2. Complete postal examinations. 


3. Under file clerk and junior file 
clerk. 

4. Customs and immigrant service. 

5. Junior and senior stenographer; 
junior and senior typist; forest and field 
clerk. 

6. Clerical and machine operating 
positions. 

7. Bookkeeping—accounting. 

8. Civil service arithmetic for all posi- 
tions. 

9. Mental alertness tests for all ex- 
aminations. 

Volume 1 is comprehensive in char- 
acter. It covers the topics treated in vol- 
umes 2 to 7, only much more briefly, and 
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includes some positions, such as police 
and fire department jobs, which are not 
mentioned in these. It also gives gen- 
eral information of value to applicants. 

Volume | carries the statement: “This 
book completely covers the requirements, 
duties, pay, etc., of all city, county, 
state and federal examinations open only 
to persons of limited education and ex- 
perience. In addition, it gives infor- 
mation covering examinations open only 
to those having specialized education, 
training, and experience. .. . Due to the 
breadth of the subject and the restric- 
tion of book size, this volume contains 
representative examinations somewhat re- 
duced in size but truly illustrative of 
the type of questions to be asked in 
future examinations, and their degree of 
difficulty.” 

Although this volume is in fact fairly 
comprehensive, the claim to cover com- 
pletely “all city, county, state and federal 
examinations open to persons of limited 
education and experience,” is greatly 
exaggerated, and would not apply even 
to the work as a whole. Thus, the reader 
will look vainly in volume 1, or anywhere 
else in the set, for information on such 
positions as boiler fireman, sanitary 
patrolman, or bailiff. Space devoted to 
individual subjects ranges from two or 
three paragraphs to four or five pages, 
depending somewhat, apparently, on the 
popularity of the position. Thus, junior 
file clerk gets four pages, but conserva- 
tion warden, less than two. Contrari- 
wise, chauffeur, auto engineman and auto 
mechanic are combined in a scant page 
and a half. 

Volumes 2 to 9 deal in detail with the 
subjects named in their titles and call 


for little special comment. Volume 6 on 
clerical and office machine operating 
positions does not describe machines or 
their operation, nor in fact mention them 
except in the title. 

As already suggested, the set as a 
whole has many omissions. Among posi- 
tions requiring more specialized train- 
ing and experience, one misses, for ex- 
ample, those of stationary engineer, 
marine engineer, draftsman, building in- 
spector, and mechanical and technical 
positions generally. On the other hand, 
much material is available in the set 
which is hard or impossible to find else- 
where ; for example, that on mental alert- 
ness tests for civil service applicants. 

Indexes and tables of contents are 
consistently lacking, except for volume 1 
which has an index at the beginning. 
Blank spaces are freely provided for 
writing in answers; but, perhaps with 
libraries in mind, the publishers have 
printed on the first page of each sec- 
tion in volume 1, the admonition: “Do 
not write in this book. Use scratch 
paper.” 

The volumes are printed in various 
styles of typography and on different 
kinds of paper. They are uniformly, 
attractively, and sufficiently well bound 
in blue cloth. 

The price seems high, even with the 
publishers’ liberal discount, considering 
the amount and type of material offered. 
The worst instance of over pricing oc- 
curs in volume 6, which is listed at $2.50 
for 63 pages. Volume | is marked by 
what seems an excess of leading of type, 
and of blank pages, the latter constituting 
over 10% of the book. 

The publishers’ price policy appears 
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somewhat variable. A prepublication 
letter of last May, sent to one library, 
offered the set at a 50% discount, less 
10% extra discount. The library had 
previously purchased volume 1 for $2.50, 
which is 50% off the present list price. 
In October, a 40% discount was quoted, 
less postage. In November, advertise- 
ments offered 50% discount if the order 
were placed before the 15th of that 
month. Latest advices from the pub- 
lishers are that a 30% discount will be 
adhered to. 

In spite of the deficiencies pointed 
out, the set meets a definite need and 
should be useful in public libraries which 
have inquiries from civil service appli- 
cants for the positions which are covered. 
The fact that volumes may be purchased 
separately deserves particular note. For 
many libraries, volume 1, which is gen- 
eral, will be first and perhaps only choice. 
Other libraries may wish to add to this 
certain of the special volumes dealing 
with subjects on which more material is 
needed. Large libraries are likely to find 
use for the entire set. 

Recommended, with the reservations 
noted. 


Concise encyclopedia; with an intro- 
duction by Cyril Norwood; prepared 
under the general editorship of J. M. 
Parrish. 10v. London, Collins, 
[c1933]. $12.50 (less discount) in 
U. S. A. Sold by subscription by 
British Books in Canada at $39 which 
includes 2 volumes of dictionary, an 
atlas, and 12 inch globe. 


According to a letter from the pub- 
lisher, “this work is based largely on the 


Gresham encyclopedia published in Eng- 
land some years ago by Blackie’s. The 
material has been brought up to date, 
with much new material added.” Asa 
copy of Gresham’s encyclopedia was not 
at hand for comparison, it is not possible 
to state how much older material is re- 
tained, and how much the changes and 
revisions amount to. 

Cyril Norwood, headmaster of Har- 
row, is named conspicuously on the title 
page as having written the introduction— 
more conspicuously than the real im- 
portance of the introduction seems to 
justify. Some hundred names of promi- 
nent contributors are listed in volume 1, 
but the list would be more helpful if it 
indicated how much they contributed. 

Articles are not signed and for the 
most part are brief. They include a great 
many entries on subjects of minor im- 
portance. Information on unusual sub- 
jects is always welcome, but one may 
perhaps question whether in a rather 
small encyclopedia for general popular 
use, such topics as Calotropis, Calotte, 
Caloyers, Calpee, Caltabellota, and Cal- 
trop—all on one page—might not be 
omitted and fuller information be given 
on subjects of more importance. How- 
ever, many of these references may be of 
more interest in Great Britain than in 
America. 

Short bibliographies follow some ar- 
ticles, but these are very brief and out 
of date. 

Naturally English spelling is used 
throughout, for example, cheque, alu- 
minium, callisthenics; and generally en- 
tries are found under the English term, 
for example, “radio” is found under 
“wireless,” “automobile” under “motor 
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vehicles” and “moose” under “elk.” Pro- 
nunciation is given. 

Errors abound; for example, British 
Columbia is referred to as a colony, 
Victoria as being founded in 1823, Win- 
nipeg as the third city of Canada, and 
Mount Robson as the highest peak in 
British Columbia. 

Canadian literature is treated under 
Colonial literature with a cross-reference 
from Canada. Australian and South 
African literature is also treated under 
the same heading but there are no cross- 
references from these countries. 

Type and paper are both poor, the 
former being too small and often blurred. 
Illustrations for the most part are so 
small and indistinct as to be practically 
useless; for examples, see those of Army 
worm, Alpaca, Armadillo and Artesian 
well. Maps are small, indistinct and 
lacking in important detail, as in the case 
of those for America, Australia and Asia. 
Some line drawings are clear and suf- 
ficient for ordinary purposes, but the 
small size of the page precludes suitable 
illustration. 

The binding is flimsy and will not 
withstand hard usage. 

Altogether, it is felt that the work is 
mediocre and unsatisfactory. Libraries 
in need of a good, small encyclopedia, 
prepared from a British standpoint, will 
prefer Everyman’s encyclopaedia, re- 
viewed in the Bulletin for July 1931. 

Not recommended. 


The Eliot Foundation of Adult Edu- 
cation extension course in the hu- 
manities; William W. Beardsley, ex- 
ecutive secretary ; Advisory board: Dr. 
William A. Neilson, Anna Steese 


Richardson, William PP. Larkin, 
Gertrude B. Lane. 250 Park Avenue, 
N. Y., The Eliot Foundation of Adult 
Education, 1932, 1933. The course 
and 50 volumes of text material $89, 
or $5 down and $5 per month. 


The material consists of : 

1. The text: The Harvard classics 
(50 volumes). 

2. The syllabus or outline of study: 
This is stated to have been prepared 
under the supervision of Dr. William 
Allan Neilson and written largely by 
Dr. Vincent Scramuzza, with sections by 
Professor Newton Arvin. The outline is 
divided into 36 lessons intended to cover 
a two-year period in literature, history, 
religion, politics and philosophy. 

3. The lectures: “prepared by a dis- 
tinguished corps of professors of Harvard 
University.” Among these are named 
George H. Chase, Charles Burton 
Gulick, William Scott Ferguson, Charles 
Pomeroy Parker, Clifford Herschel 
Moore, Robert Matteson Johnson, 
Carleton Noyes, Ralph Barton Perry and 
Fred Norris Robinson. 

4. Classroom discourses: “The actual 
lectures, explanations and opinions upon 
the subject being studied, by an eminent 
professor in one of our leading universi- 
ties. They are the actual dissertations 
given before the resident classroom 
groups of the Eliot Foundation Course.” 
(The lectures for the first term, first 
year, are given by W. H. E. Jaeger and 
Charles Brockway Hale of the University 
of Maryland.) 

5. The instructions for study: “These 
instructions tie up the original works 
of the Text ( Harvard Classics), the Out- 
line of Study, the Lectures and Class- 
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room discourses in a unified, well- 
rounded and highly instructive course in 
the Humanities.” (Dr. W. A. Neilson 
writes the Preliminary statement. The 
instructions cover the 36 sessions or les- 
sons. ) 

The Harvard classics are too well 
known to need evaluation here. They 
are published by P. F. Collier and Son, 
250 Park Avenue, New York, the ad- 
dress of the Eliot Foundation. The set 
in fabrikoid binding, without the study 
course, is sold for $82. Second-hand sets 
may now be secured for $25-$35. The 
Harvard classics have been available in 
many libraries since they were published 
in 1909-1910. They were selected by 
Dr. Charles W. Eliot, who stated, “my 
aim was not to select the best fifty, or 
best hundred, books in the world, but to 
give a picture of the progress of the 
human race within historical times.” 

Dr. Neilson in his introduction to the 
syllabus writes: “President Eliot stated 
his purpose in the selection of the Har- 
vard Classics . . . in various forms. .. . 
He was mainly concerned with what he 
called ‘the twentieth century idea of a 
cultivated man.’ This idea made two 
chief demands: a liberal frame of mind, 
and a wide knowledge of the thoughts 
and experiences which had made possible 
human progress. He believed that such 
knowledge tended to produce such a 
frame of mind. 

“The Foundation course in the Hu- 
manities aims at selecting, arranging and 
supplementing the masterpieces contained 
in the Harvard Classics in such a way 
as to facilitate this following of ‘the 
stream of the world’s thought.’ Litera- 
ture, history, politics, religion and 


philosophy are the subjects most freely 
drawn upon, for these are the studies 
which traditionally constitute the hu- 
manities.” 

The new feature of the Eliot Founda- 
tion course is not the text of the Har- 
vard classics but some of the accompany- 
ing material. The syllabus and lectures 
are presented in pamphlet form, and the 
classroom discourses are on planographic 
sheets for loose-leaf notebooks. Pam- 
phlet cases of blue fabrikoid, simulating 
books, are furnished to hold the material. 

The form in which this extension 
course is offered puts it immediately 
outside the library field. The individual 
and the small study group for whom it 
is designed should if possible compare it 
with other home study courses, at least 
through published reviews. The lec- 
tures, noted above under 3, are included 
in volume 50 of the regular editions of 
the Harvard classics. The new material 
is therefore limited to the items listed in 
4, Classroom discourses, and 5, Instruc- 
tions for study. This makes the set an 
expensive one, considering the small 
amount of new material. 

References are scattered throughout 
the syllabus, to the National encyclo- 
pedia (10 volumes, published by P. F. 
Collier and Son, 1932, $49 on time, or 
10% discount for cash, reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, January 
1933, p. 9, and not recommended for 
libraries but considered “suitable for 
adult home use or for students of sec- 
ondary schools”), and to Lodge’s History 
of nations (25 volumes, published by 
P. F. Collier and Son, $89, reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1931, p. 56, and not recommended for 
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libraries). These constant references 
to two other subscription sets published 
by Collier are a decided limitation for a 
Foundation whose “sole purpose .. . 
is to bring to men and women in the 
most interesting and fascinating way, 
so that they can read and enjoy them, the 
immortal pieces of literature contained 
in the Harvard Classics.” Dr. Eliot’s 
“cultivated man” would certainly ques- 
tion the value of references limited to 
other Collier material. 
Not recommended. 


Hayward’s key to knowledge; ed. by 
A. H. McDannald, J. B. McDonnell 
and Marguerite L. Hayward. Q9v. 
Chicago, Americana Corporation, 
c1931. Original prices: green fabri- 


koid $45, red buckram $36. Now 
available at $4.95 and upward. 


The Americana Corporation inform us 
that the entire edition of this set was 
disposed of by them immediately upon 
publication, that they have had no con- 
nection with it since, and that it has not 
been and will not be reprinted. Recent 
evidence that remainder copies are still 
being offered for sale, however, seems to 
make a review desirable. 

This set touches on a medley of sub- 
jects. 

Volume 1, Story of the nations deals 
with the ancient world, beginnings of 
history, great events of history, etc., and 
under Building of cities gives a few com- 
monplace pages to each of 28 cities. 

Volume 2, Government and citizen- 
ship, contains a simple, civil government 
of the United States, a brief outline of 
the form of government of 20 other 
countries, and a section on education. 


Volume 3, Wonderful universe, con- 
tains 30 chapters on scientific subjects, 
but these are so brief in treatment as to 
give the reader little real information, 
though they might create interest in the 
subjects concerned. 

Volume 4, World of nature, continues 
the scientific subjects in volume 3 with 
articles on plant and animal life; but 
one would not expect to find “How to 
teach your dog tricks” in such a setting. 

Volume 5, Story of the world’s litera- 
ture, is poorly organized. It first con- 
siders early writings and closes with 
Biblical literature, following American 
literature. The article, “Writers for 
young people,” is absurd; for example, 
Gabrielle Jackson is lauded in the words, 
“No story teller could write with more 
charm. Her characters are winsome. 
Even her ponies.” No mention is made 
of any writer since Mary Mapes Dodge. 

Volume 6, World of art and beauty, 
attempts a great deal too much and is 
unsatisfactory in its allotment of space. 
It includes a chapter on wallpaper, as 
well as 27 pages on “The story of toys,” 
while the whole subject of music is al- 
lotted only 33 pages and drama only 14. 

Volume 7, Physical life, is a simple 
physiology with additional chapters on 
hygiene and first aid. Such inclusions 
as “What do the poets say about sleep?” 
and “What has been observed in the lives 
of some of the great men of the world?” 
seem like padding of the text. 

Volume 8, Great discoveries and inven- 
tions, includes the following chapters: 
Clothing ; Food ; Advancement of knowl- 
edge; Extending man’s efficiency and 
power; Transportation and communica- 
tion; Man’s comfort and pleasure; and 





does not 





A listing in this Bulleti: 





ApRIL, 


1935 





Munitions used in warfare. It contains 
brief items concerning all sorts of dis- 
coveries and inventions, which might be 
useful if indexed. 

Volume 9, Stories, books, plays, biog- 
raphies, is divided into four parts, as 
follows: Stories from the nations; Story 
of books; Some famous plays; World’s 
great men and women. This volume is 
very inadequate, giving, as it does, only 
a smattering of information on any sub- 
ject. Part 4 consists of 100 biographies 
averaging 2 pages each. 

The conversational style, probably 
meant to appeal to the young reader, be- 
comes very tiresome; for example, in 
volume 1, Story of the nations, we find, 
“Come, let us cross the most interesting 
bridge in the world. What bridge is that? 
you ask. The Bridge of Sighs at Venice? 
The Brooklyn Bridge of Greater New 
York? Niagara’s Suspension Bridge? 
Perhaps the Victoria Bridge at Mont- 
real? All these are wonders of engineer- 
ing, and each has its romantic aspect ; but 
the most interesting of all bridges is 
found in Turkey—the floating bridge of 
Galata, a suburb of Constantinople.” 

On the whole the set is not well edited, 
is superficial in treatment and out-of-date 
in many particulars. There is no index. 

Not recommended. 


How and why library; little questions 
that lead to great discoveries, by Mrs. 
Eleanor Atkinson. 3v. Cleveland, 
L. J. Bullard co., c1934. cloth $12.80. 
25 per cent discount to schools and 
libraries, or $9.60. 


These volumes consist of material re- 
printed from the seventh and eighth 
volumes of the New student’s reference 


work. Comparison with corresponding 
parts of the 1920 edition of the older set 
shows a very few, insignificant additions 
and changes in text, and some added pic- 
tures. The copy reviewed lacks an index, 
but the publisher states that a twenty- 
page Outline and Index is to be included 
in future issues, and will be supplied free 
of charge in substantial binding to pres- 
ent holders of sets. The text has been 
reset in larger and clearer type. The 
volumes, which are numbered on their 
backs but not on their title-pages, are 
paged consecutively. 

The earliest date in the copyright 
notice is 1909, the same as that of the 
original New student’s reference work. 
The Library of Congress catalog cards 
for that set first note the How and why 
library as part of it in 1920. No mention 
is made of this connection, however, nor 
of the names of the previous proprietors, 
F. E. Compton & Co. and the S. L. 
Weedon Co. These are misleading omis- 
sions. 

The How and why library is some- 
what similar in general character to Pic- 
tured knowledge of which Mrs. Eleanor 
Atkinson was an associate editor, and 
which was reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin for July 1930. 

It is written for children from six to 
ten years of age and gives information 
about geography, natural history, indus- 
try and science. Besides short articles 
on these various topics, there is a section 
in volume three called How and why of 
common things which answers such ques- 
tions as, What are tears for? How the 
days got their name, Why the sky is 
blue, etc. Each volume has two or three 
short sermons by the late Dr. Frank 
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Crane (died 1928), on such subjects as 
Honesty, Self mastery, and Patriotism. 
The articles on industries are in most 
cases very short, some being written in 
story form. In connection with many 
of these articles there are also several 
pages of illustrations with brief explana- 
tory text accompanying them as in Comp- 
ton’s pictured encyclopedia. 

There is some accurate and interesting 
material that children would enjoy 
reading but the value of the set as a 
whole is not great. The style is too 
written down as in the article, “The 
earthworm puts on armor.” There 
seems to be no reason for the presence 
of a great many of the illustrations. For 
instance, Corot’s “Dance of the Nymphs” 
and Turner’s “The Fighting Temer- 
aire” accompany the article, “Babes in 
the Woods,” which is an account of the 
pioneers of Kentucky and Tennessee! 
There are numerous pages consisting of 
one or more pictures and a few lines of 
text, such as that on the “Gymnastics 
of the boomerang” and “Biography and 
history in art,” that have nothing to do 
with the adjacent text and increase the 
impression of scrappiness and careless 
make-up. Under one picture, ““The Edu- 
cation of a Prince,” by Zamacois, the 
last sentence of the text ends: “... by 
the Franco-German War (q.v.).” No- 
where in the book is there any de- 
scription of the Franco-German War. 
Another instance of vagueness or careless- 
ness occurs in volume one, page 55: 
“Daniel Boone was one of the hunters 
who built the first forts. Find the story 
about him.” ‘There seems to be nothing 
further about him in the set. In the 
article, “Cotton,” the description of the 


cotton blossom reads, ““The blossom does 
not fade as other flowers do. At last it 
turns red. Where the flowers were are 
bunches of green balls in husks like hazel 
nuts”—presenting a confused picture to 
the reader. 

The title page carries the statement, 
“Includes an explanation of the begin- 
ning and brotherhood of life as every 
mother wishes her child to know it.” 
This appears to refer to a group of 
articles on plants and animal life called 
The story of life, in volumes one and 
two. One need only read the first article 
entitled “We meet the fairy godmother: 
story of cell life” to realize how incom- 
prehensible a subject can be made by 
attempting to present information as a 
story. 

The illustrations, especially the colored 
ones, are very attractive but the set is too 
expensive to buy for the illustrations 
alone. Though an index will enable one 
to locate articles quickly the set will still 
be valueless for quick reference because 
the fanciful presentation compels the 
user to wade through much non-essential 
matter to get at the facts. 

More recent factual material is avail- 
able for children at less cost and in better 
form. 

The set is not recommended for li- 
brary, school or home use. 


Intercollegiate football; a complete 
pictorial and statistical review from 
1869 to 1934. Christy Walsh, ed.; 
Glenn Whittle, managing ed. 30 cm. 
Published by Doubleday for Intercol- 
legiate Football, inc., 570 7th Ave., 
N. Y. City; Hamm Bldg., St. Paul, 
Minn., 1934. 480p. buckram $7.50, 
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to libraries $3.75; alligator fabrikoid 

$12.50, to libraries $8.50, including 

supplement binder and 1934 and 1935 

annual supplements. 

In accordance with the purpose of the 
editors to preserve in this volume foot- 
ball records hitherto scattered among the 
archives of the various colleges and uni- 
versities, the following information is 
given for each of about one hundred and 
thirty institutions of higher education: 
name of the head coach with his coach- 
ing record, assistants and former coaches, 
names of players selected for the “All 
American” teams, a complete chrono- 
logical list of games with scores, and a 
chronological list of letter men, indicat- 
ing captains. The pictorial record for 
each college comprises photographs of the 
head coach, of “All American” players, 
and of undefeated and untied teams. 
The colors, as well as the location, date 
of establishment, and enrolment of each 
college, may also be found. 

The institutions are arranged alpha- 
betically within such regional groups as 
Eastern football, Big Ten conference, 
etc. Annual conference standings are 
indicated except for certain years for 
which the questionable statement “not 
available” is made. The basis for select- 
ing these colleges is not clear, though 
the publishers state that in choosing 
from among the smaller and less known 
institutions they were influenced by a 
desire to represent different parts of 
the country and those colleges which 
have a longer football history. In the 
case of an occasional college, however, 
where brief lists only of players and 
games appear with the note that addi- 
tional information is not available, one 


a 


questions why another college with more 
complete records was not substituted. 

The statistical information is inter- 
spersed with popularly written articles 
by sports writers and former players 
dealing with the history of the game, 
such as a discussion of the “All Ameri- 
can” selections from the beginning, a 
description of the first American inter- 
collegiate football game, and reminis- 
cences by noted players of their most 
exciting games. 

The “All American” selections listed 
from 1924 to date were made by the board 
sponsored by the editor of this book. 
According to the publishers, the “All 
American” players given under each in- 
stitution include also the Grantland Rice 
selections, though this fact is unfortu- 
nately not indicated in the book. A few 
lists, such as famous forward passes, 
attendance records, and “Graduates of 
the gridiron,” are included. A chrono- 
logical outline of American football his- 
tory concludes the volume. 

The editor is a publicity writer and 
owner of a newspaper syndicate featuring 
sports. A number of leading football 
coaches are listed as contributing editors. 

Data for the various colleges and uni- 
versities were secured, as far as could 
be ascertained, directly from the records 
of those institutions, but a check of 
several recent years’ records reveals some 
discrepancies in statistics of scores, most 
of which are apparently due to faulty 
proofreading. For instance, the figures 
for a certain game listed in the record 
of one college may differ from those for 
the same game in the record of the op- 
posing college. Although no careful 
check was made of the accuracy of names, 
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a few errors, apparently typographical, 
were noted among them. 

The volume has the appearance of a 
college annual, being similar in size and 
general make-up, with clear print and 


photographs on coated paper. It lacks a 
table of contents, and the one-page index 
is inadequate. Articles are unnecessarily 
broken up and continued from page to 
page throughout the volume. 

An annual supplement is planned 
which is priced to libraries at $1 in 
fabrikoid, or $1.50 in buckram. 

Despite flaws, the book is important 
in its field as the only collected record 
available of those individuals and teams 


engaged in intercollegiate football, and it ' 


is therefore recommended for libraries 


where such information would be of use. 
a 


National cyclopedia of American 
biography. Current vol. D (of the 
Living series). 70 Fifth Ave., N. Y., 
James T. White & co., 1934. $15. 


The 20-volume main set of the Na- 
tional cyclopedia of American biography 
and the current volumes A, B and C were 
reviewed briefly in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin, January 1931. Three volumes 
have since been added to the main set, 
which is devoted to Americans no longer 
living, and volume D has now been pub- 
lished as the fourth of the current 
volumes on living Americans. This 
volume has no foreword or preface. 

Volume D consists of about 750sketches 
of statesmen, writers, artists, business 
men, men and women in the professions, 
etc. A special feature is the emphasis on 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration, 
the lives of whose members—president, 
cabinet, “brain trust” and other New 


deal officials—-are brought together in 
the opening 40 pages. Otherwise, the 
arrangement of the subject matter is 
utterly without system. A particular 
sketch can therefore be located only 
through the index. In general appear- 
ance and arrangement, volume D is uni- 
form with the other current volumes and 
with the main set. Like them, it is copi- 
ously illustrated with portraits, either 
half-tones or photogravures, though every 
sketch is not accompanied by a portrait. 
The sketches, all unsigned, are uneven 
in treatment, some being decidedly eulo- 
gistic, some giving clear-cut interpreta- 
tion, and others merely a dry-as-dust list- 
ing of activities. The current volumes 
differ in format from the main set only 
in having loose-leaf binders to allow for 
future “revision or amplification” of 
articles. 

Volumes A, B, C and D give great 
heed to lineage and frequently deal in 
some detail with a man’s business or with 
an undertaking in which he has had a 
large part. An instance is the essay on 
the Century of progress exposition intro- 
duced into the middle of the article on 
Dawes. Such an insertion, though it 
adds information, spoils the unity and 
coherence of the biographical sketch and 
the interruption is annoying to a reader 
who is pursuing the main subject. 

The choice of individuals for inclusion, 
like the arrangement, follows no ap- 
parent principle. Articles can be found 
on James Truslow Adams, Princess 
Cantacuzene, Richard Halliburton, 
Cyrus McCormick, and Amelia Earhart, 
as well as on many less known persons, 
but there is nothing on Janet Scudder, 
Olga Samaroff, Otis Skinner, Wiley 
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Post, Walter D. Edmonds or Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher. 

An attempt has been made in the index 
to bring out references to businesses, 
organizations and other subjects elabo- 
rated in the text as noted above. For 
volume D there are 425 subject refer- 
ences, such as to the American Sheet and 
Tin Plate Co.; Daily News, Chicago 
newspaper; Stanley Works, hardware. 
The value of this ambitious feature is 
lessened by several factors: (1) The in- 
dexing is inexpert and there are many 
misleading references, e.g., Finland. The 
sole reference, found under Brodie, is as 
follows: “In 1930, President Hoover 
tendered him [Brodie] the office of 
minister to Finland.” The article does 
not even divulge whether Mr. Brodie 
accepted or declined. (2) When a topic 
which is intimately connected with the 
lives of several persons is indexed, refer- 
ences are made to the separate individuals, 
of course, and the searcher for informa- 
tion is confronted with material that is 
scattered and often of minor importance. 
(3) Subjects, though limited in number, 
are so miscellaneous that one does not 
know what to expect: Alpha Omega 
Alpha honorary fraternity, Hell Gate 
bridge, American Rolling Mill Co., 
American National Red Cross Society. 
(4) A subject discussed in a sketch is 
nearly always from the angle of a single 
individual’s relation to it, and is naturally 
not treated with the accuracy, complete- 
ness or detail that would characterize an 
article on the same subject in a general 
encyclopedia. 

More detailed indexing of trades and 
professions would be of practical use. 
For example, the volume contains 


—— 


sketches of a number of librarians, among 
whom are excellent administrators, but 
the only subject reference under Library 
is Library administration, authority on, 
with reference to Bolton in volume B. 

Because there are only scattered biog- 
raphies in volume D which are not to be 
found in such reference books as Who’s 
who in America and in standard encyclo- 
pedias, and because of its cost, volume D 
of the National encyclopedia of American 
biography is recommended for large refer- 
ence collections only. 


Sacred pageant of the ages, by J. E. 
Holly; introduction by the Rev. S. 
Parkes Cadman and Rev. Theodore 
Henderson. 8v. Cincinnati, Sacred 
Pageant Society, inc., c1927. illus. 
maps. morocco-grained maroon 
pyroxylin-coated fabric $19.70. 


The William H. Wise Company, New 
York City, is selling the balance of the 
edition which the Sacred Pageant Society 
has on hand. The Company states that 
“the set is not offered to the general 
public but to our own patrons through 
the mails, not through salesmen.” Li- 
braries have asked about it, however, so 
a brief note seems desirable. 

This copiously illustrated work gives 
the Bible story compressed to a minimum 
and interspersed with comments and 
photographs designed to show its relation 
to modern life. Of the eight volumes, 
four are devoted to the Old Testament 
and four to the New. Volume one con- 
tains an introductory chapter by S. 
Parkes Cadman on the value of religious 
education in the home, with a brief list 
of books on religious education ; a chapter, 
“Through pictures to Paradise,” by 
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Bishop Theodore S. Henderson; a pref- 
ace stating the compiler’s purpose; and 
the Biblical narrative from the Creation 
to Israel in Egypt. The story is continued 
in succeeding volumes. The eighth 
volume, from the Conversion of Saul to 
Paul in Rome, which concludes the New 
Testament narrative, has also an index 
to illustrations and a general index. A 
brief introduction summarizes every 
chapter; each paragraph has a caption 
indicating its subject; and the questions 
at the ends of chapters review the content. 

The set is designed especially for the 
young. The make-up of the pages, the 
language and the frequent interspersing 
of anecdotes make an obvious attempt to 
keep the narrative agreeable and inter- 
esting. 

The illustrations, some from paintings, 
others from photographs of scenes in the 
Holy Land, are faulty reproductions. 
The former include not only familiar 
works of the old masters, but also many 
trivial or sentimental pictures without 
artistic value. The photographs of 
present-day scenes of the Holy Land are 
often distracting and sometimes irrele- 
vant. The numerous small maps are 
helpful. 

Excellent books retelling the story of 
the Bible are available and make a set 
like this valueless even for the home use 
for which it is intended. Not recom- 
mended. 


Thorndike-Century junior diction- 
ary, by E. L. Thorndike. School ed. 
Chicago, Scott, Foresman, 1935. 970p. 
illus. $1.32 ; Trade ed., thumb-indexed. 
N. Y., Appleton-Century. $2. 


Professor E. L. Thorndike of Colum- 


bia University, well known educational 
psychologist, has given us something en- 
tirely new—a dictionary written for 
children in words they can understand, 
instead of a dictionary written for adults 
and then condensed for the younger 
reader. To quote from the preface: 


“Definitions are not like clothes that 
can be cut down and made to fit. What 
has a clear and correct meaning to a 
well-informed adult may confuse and 
mislead achild. We therefore frame our 
definitions directly to meet the needs of 
children. We make great use of illus- 
trative sentences containing the word. 
We use pictures when pictures can teach 
the child what he needs to know better 
than words can.” 

In an article entitled “Improving the 
ability to read,” contributed to the 
Teachers College Record for November, 
1934, Dr. Thorndike discussed the im- 
provement of the school dictionary and 
explained his theories concerning dic- 
tionaries for children. The theories 
have all been put into practice in this 
book. 

The dictionary is made up of the 
23,281 most frequently printed words of 
the English language. They are in one 
single alphabetical list, which includes 
abbreviations and proper names. “The 
arrangement and spacing of the material 
for each word,” explains Dr. Thorn- 
dike in his preface, “is such as will help 
children to find what they need to know. 
No uniform, rigid system is followed.” 
Other things being equal, the plan is 
to put “literal uses before figurative, 
general uses before special, common uses 
before rare, and easily understandable 
uses before difficult.” 

Illustrative sentences are freely used 
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to make meanings clear. Words are de- 
fined by other words that occur more 
frequently than the one being defined, 
so that the child will understand the defi- 
nition. In the case of some simple words, 
such as a, be, and, if and the, no defini- 
tion is given, but their use is made clear 
by sentences which employ them. 

Etymologies are omitted and there are 
no appendixes. 

The appearance of the page is pleasing. 
The type is clear and large enough to be 
read with ease by children. The word 
defined stands out clearly. Words that 
should begin with capitals are capitalized. 

A pronunciation key based on the dia- 
critical marks used in the Century dic- 
tionary is found on the end papers and on 
pages 101, 201, 301, etc., throughout 
the book. Every odd page includes a par- 
tial key. The pronunciation is indicated 
immediately after the word. The part 
of speech follows the definitions. Last 
of all there is a number that tells the 
frequency of the use of the word. This 
might be a little confusing to the ordinary 
child, though it should be helpful to the 
teacher. 

Irregular forms of words are listed. 
Restrictions of usage are indicated by 
such terms as old use, used in poetry, in 
common talk, slang, etc. Slang terms 
are admitted, presumably on the statisti- 
cal basis of frequency of occurrence. It 
is therefore interesting to note that 
whereas the reader encounters bum, chow, 
and guy, he looks in vain for bunk, nuts, 
spot, and spoof. 

Over 1,600 line drawings are scattered 
through the text. 

The dictionary is a most valuable con- 
tribution in its field and should be avail- 


*. 


able to every child in grammar school 
and in junior high school. It should also 
find wide usefulness among other groups, 
including many high school students, per- 
sons learning English, and adults of 
limited education who wish to enlarge a 
restricted vocabulary and who need a 
simple introduction to the use of diction- 
aries. It should also be of great value to 
writers and editors of works for children 
and others who require a simple presenta- 
tion of material. Recommended. 


Twentieth century encyclopedia; a 
concise and accurate review of all 
branches of the world’s knowledge; 
special appendix for teachers with 
helpful information. Teacher’s ed. 
8v. Chicago, Cleveland, New York, 
World Syndicate pub. co., c1934- 
1935. (v.1, c1935) illus. throughout. 
$24, or $3 per month, including exten- 
sive research service for ten years, free 
of charge. 


An edition of this encyclopedia pub- 
lished in 1930 was reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin for July 1932, 
p. 43, which review also traced the his- 
tory of earlier editions. The present 
reviewer was unable to compare the 1934- 
1935 work with the 1930 set, or with 
Everyman’s encyclopedia, as was done in 
the 1932 review. All comments are, 
therefore, based on a careful examination 
of the 1935 edition only. 

A very brief foreword states the aims 
and purposes of the editors as follows: 

“This is a practical Encyclopedia for 
daily use, and should be placed where it 
is readily accessible so that anyone can 
make good his lack of knowledge on any 
subject, from the technicalities of math- 
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ematics, science, religion and philoso- 
phy, and the works of Plato, Aristotle, 
Kant and Darwin, to the current news 
of importance all over the world. The 
volumes are handy in size, contain ‘easy 
to read’ type, all the important maps 
and a great many halftone illustrations. 
Everything in human history, art and 
literature has been treated fully and with 
such compactness that the substance can 
be absorbed rapidly and with permanent 
value ... All human thought and knowl- 
edge worth preserving is contained in 
these volumes so that the reader can ob- 
tain quickly the essential facts on the 
subject in which he is interested.” 

In regard to the extensive research 
service, the publisher’s office states: 
“Any question within the scope of an 
encyclopedia is answered by our re- 
search division located in Cleveland and 
working in connection with that local 
library.* [A 9th volume] is sent only 
to those subscribers who also want Sup- 
plements for which there is a charge of 
25c for each edition. This quarter must 
be accompanied with a coupon furnished 
to the purchaser.” 

The justification for the term Teach- 
er’s edition is “a special appendix for 
teachers containing a brief history of 
education, well illustrated, and brief 
biographies of all the Presidents of the 
United States.” This appendix, located 
at the front of volume 1, consists of an 
article four and one-half pages long on 
the History of education and one a lit- 
tle less than a page in length on Adult 

*The Cleveland Public Library is neither 
officially nor unofficially connected with this 
publication. There is no warrant for any 


claim or implication of other than the usual 
relations between library and user. 


education. ‘The articles are illustrated 
with eight pages of half-tones, pictur- 
ing children and adults engaged in va- 
rious types of educational activities. 
These and seven pages of biographies of 
the presidents seem to be the only reason 
for calling this a teacher’s edition. Other 
articles dealing with education and psy- 
chology, scattered throughout the text, 
are given no special emphasis in space 
or treatment. 

The treatment of the History of edu- 
cation and of Adult education is super- 
ficial and inadequate. A few facts are 
given without showing their relationship 
or significance. The writer does not 
seem to understand the modern mean- 
ing given to the terms progressive edu- 
cation and adult education. For example, 
under Adult education he does not point 
out the shift in meaning from the educa- 
tion of those who had little educational 
opportunity in youth to the re-education 
of adults, continued education for all, 
and especially education to equip the 
adult generation to meet the problems 
of social reconstruction. No mention is 
made of significant studies, such as those 
of Dr. Thorndike, of the ability of adults 
to learn. 

Other articles dealing with education, 
such as those on High schools and on 
Education, American, are very unsatis- 
factory. The two mentioned are poorly 
written and contain errors apparent even 
to one not a specialist in the field of 
education. 

The accounts given of some of the 
leaders in education are also inadequate. 
That of John Dewey tells nothing except 
that he is a leader of the progmatic (sic) 
school. It does not say that he is an 
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outstanding American philosopher and 
the leading influence in American edu- 
cation. His contributions to education 
are, however, mentioned in the article 
on the History of education. 

Only one line is given to the educa- 
tional reformer, Froebel. The cross ref- 
erence, See Education, is to an article 
which does not exist. The appendix arti- 
cle on History of education does mention 
Froebel’s work and influence. The work 
of Pestalozzi is very poorly described 
and the statement that he “taught by in- 
tuitional method” is practically mean- 
ingless to the average teacher. The ar- 
ticle on Rousseau does not mention his 
contribution to the development of edu- 
cation but includes a list of his writ- 
ings, in French, making no reference to 
the article on History of education men- 
tioned above, which includes significant 
information about Rousseau. 

The article on Psychology is obviously 
out-of-date. No mention is made of be- 
haviorism, psychoanalysis, or Gestalt 
psychology. ‘There are, however, sepa- 
rate articles on Behaviorism and Psycho- 
analysis. The latter fails to explain such 
frequently used terms as libido and in- 
hibition, and does not mention the work 
of Alfred Adler or Carl Jung, though 
a few lines about the latter are given 
under his name. Alfred Binet is includ- 
ed and an entry under Binet-Simon tests 
refers the reader to Psychology. But 
these tests are treated under Intelli- 
gence tests and are not mentioned under 
Psychology! Other eminent psycholo- 
gists about whom no information was 
found are Kurt Koffka, Wolfgang 
Kohler, William McDougall and A. A. 
Brill. 


t— 


Because of the reference in the fore- 
word to mathematics an examination was 
made of topics in this field. Definitions 
of algebra and geometry are satisfactory. 
Ellipse and parabola are well defined but 
the definition of hyperbola is inadequate. 
Under Differential calculus there is a 
reference to Calculus which does not ap- 
pear. Calculus of variations, only a small 
part of the general subject, is discussed 
instead. No information was found re- 
garding advanced mathematical subjects 
such as hyperbolic functions. 

The attempt to present the subject of 
Economics in a one-page article is dis- 
tinctly unsatisfactory and disappointing 
in its results. The article on Socialism 
is better but that, too, is obviously the 
work of an amateur. 

The editors claim to have included 
biographies of “all men and women who 
have made and are making history.” A 
hasty survey reveals no entries under the 
names of Auguste Piccard, Sir James 
Jeans, Engelbert Dollfuss, and Amelia 
Earhart. 

Articles on the following contain no 
information later than the date indicated : 
William Beebe, 1921; James Cannon, 
Jr., 1921 ; Irving Babbitt, 1919; Richard 
E. Byrd, 1930. ‘The article on King 
Albert of Belgium makes no mention of 
his death. Other articles, however, give 
recent information: Mary Pickford, 
1933 ; General Hugh Johnson, September 
1934. In an attempt to bring up to 
date the article on Dorothy Canfield, 
criticized in the review of the earlier 
edition of this work, her marriage in 1907 
is mentioned and the publication of The 
deepening stream in 1930. However, 
none of her other books, published be- 
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tween 1921 and 1930, are named. 

Population figures are listed in this 
edition, as in the preceding, under the 
heading, Population. The explanation 
of the table suggests that the figures 
quoted are based on the federal census 
of 1930, but a check of the figures given 
for the principal cities of the United 
States showed that 45 cases out of 60 
examined varied slightly from those 
quoted in Population... by states, U.S. 
Bureau of the census, Fifteenth census... 
1930, Washington, 1932. 

There are many additional evidences 
of poor editorial revision. The informa- 
tion about several of the editors them- 
selves is ten or more years out-of-date. 
One editor, Henry Jackson Waters, died 
in 1925, but there is nothing in the work 
itself to indicate this. The relationship 
between articles is not adequately indi- 
cated. The work is unpaged and new 
pages which have been inserted show 
obvious differences in type and spacing. 
Pronunciation is not indicated and there 
are no bibliographies. There are no 
study guides or indexes. 

The phrasing of some articles suggests 
that sentences have been copied from 
other sources without adequate under- 
standing of the subject matter and this 
has often resulted in incoherence. For 
examples, see the articles on Psycho- 
analysis and Aaron. 

Many errors were found in typog- 
raphy, spelling, punctuation and alpha- 
betizing. The set looks cheap, despite the 
gilding on the spine. Although the bind- 
ing is flexible, it is not strong. The half- 
tone illustrations and plates are poor, and 
the maps are so crowded that they are 
difficult to use. Not recommended. 











UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 

view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal wote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 











A timely and forceful plea for up-to- 
date reference works as essential teach- 
ing equipment is made in the article, 
“Ts the reference book a luxury?” by 
F. J. Lowth, in the School Executives 
Magazine for January. Among titles 
mentioned as valuable for home and 
school, Britannica junior is twice listed. 
The Bulletin has reliable information 
that Britannica junior was not named by 
Mr. Lowth, but was added without his 
knowledge or endorsement after the 
manuscript had left his hands for publi- 
cation. This note is inserted for the en- 
lightenment of Bulletin readers who may 
see or be referred to the article in ques- 
tion and who would naturally be im- 
pressed by an opinion appearing in such 
a source, at the same time noting its dis- 
agreement with the view expressed in the 
Bulletin. 

Correction 


An obvious typographical error occurred 
in the statement of prices in the comparative 
price table of the Britannica junior review 
(Subscription Books Bulletin, January 1935, 
p. 8). The figures express the costs per page 
of the three children’s encyclopedias in cents, 
not in dollars. Readers are asked to delete 
the dollar sign preceding, and insert the word, 
cents, following each price in the table. 
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